highly unlikely that a satisfactory answer to this question will ever be found. Unlike P §Öini, K §ty §yana and Patañjali, we do not possess any work that has been composed by the Buddha himself; not even the Buddhist tradition makes any such claim. We do have a number of canonical texts which claim to preserve his words, but it is far from certain that this claim is reliable in all cases.
In view of the above we cannot but reformulate the question and give it the form indicated earlier: What parts of the Veda are known to the earliest Buddhist texts that have been preserved? This question, in this particular form, gives rise to various other questions, among which we must consider the following: a. Which are the earliest Buddhist texts that have been preserved?
b. What conclusions can be drawn from an enumeration of Vedic texts that were known to those earliest Buddhist texts?
These two questions are of course interrelated, and connected with a third one: What does it mean that parts of the Veda were "known to" certain early Buddhist texts? Since texts themselves do not have "knowledge" in the strict sense, we will have to translate our findings into statements like "the original author of this particular Buddhist text knew (or had heard of) that particular portion of the Veda". However, there can be no doubt that different texts (or portions of texts) of the Buddhist canon were "originally" composed, or formulated, by different authors. There was no single author for all of them, and therefore perhaps no single person who "knew" all these different parts of the Veda. And there is no guarantee that these different authors were each other's contemporaries, nor that they were particularly close in time to the Buddha.
Few scholars nowadays would agree that the texts of the early Buddhist canon were all composed at one at the same time. The tradition according to which the sermons of the Buddha-all of them-were recited by the disciple $nanda soon after the demise of his master does not find many followers in academic circles. Other portions of the ancient canon are widely considered to be even less old than this so-called Såtra-Piãaka. It is frequently pointed out that according to the Ceylonese tradition canonical texts were not written down until the first century BCE, which leaves several centuries between the first composition of at least some of these texts and their fixation in writing. During this long period they were preserved orally; the reliability of this oral tradition cannot be verified. It may
